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maintain the army on a basis of thorough practical
efficiency. I am here stating his own view and that
of the eminent military advisers on whose counsel he
acted. * I have this year/ wrote Lord Mayo to a
friend in 1870, t without any suggestion from any
quarter, pressed upon Her Majesty's Government the
necessity that exists for immediately arming every
European soldier and volunteer in India with a Snider
rifle. I have, ever since the beginning of 1869' (when
he assumed the Viceroyalty), ' pointed out the defec-
tive state of our artillery force, and recommended the
immediate adoption of rifled guns. I never, there-
fore, let economic considerations interfere in cases of
necessity. I have suggested nothing which, in my
opinion, is calculated to diminish our military strength.
But I do desire to reduce military expenditure by a
very large amount I firmly believe that there are
forces in India which we should be better without,
and that it is better to keep only those regiments in
arms which would be useful in war/

The results of the proposed reforms may be briefly
stated thus* The Secretary of State sanctioned in
full the first two sets of retrenchments, namely, in the
Indian Staff and the Army Departments. But he
did not see his way to adopt in their entirety either
of the other two series of measures, namely, those
which affected the British regiments serving in India,
or the reductions of the Native army. As regards
the former, Her Majesty's Government reduced the
British cavalry by two instead of four regiments, and
the British infantry by two instead of seven regi*